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chanical staff to work setting up the car of the
airship, installing the motors and testing out the machinery by actual running. It was well we did so. And as it turned out it would have been impossible to make an airship voyage that year even if the buildings had been finished in time, because the mechanical part of the America was a failure. The motors could not be made to work right, the driving gear went to pieces, and the propellers could not stand even half of the strain which it was designed to put upon them.
During this summer we were favored with visits not only from a number of tourist ships, but by the Prince of Monaco. He came to our little port with his magnificent yacht, the Prin-cesse Alice, and spent several days with us, having us out to dinner, and accepting the rude hospitality of our house in return. We found the Prince a charming man, democratic and companionable. He has done splendid work in scientific exploration of the deep seas, in Spitsbergen surveys, and other scientific pursuits. He had with him Prof. Hergesell, of Berlin, who has done so much in the way of exploration of the upper air by means of captive balloons cany-ing recording instruments, and smaller balloons set free to go to great heights and also carrying recording instruments with them, these being usually recovered with their records after the